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state as an entity outside its citizenship had largely given
way to the democratic view of a state existing through
the will of its members, and the new constitution mandated
that education should be adapted to each individual and
provision made for the various occupational groupings.
Although these objectives were never carried out by federal
legislation, their spirit was embodied in laws that began
to be enacted by the several states. The Einheitsschule
was nowhere completely realized, but efforts were made
to unite the various institutional types in an organic
system of education.
So, while not able to create an external unity in or-
ganization and course of study, Prussia did succeed in
introducing an internal unity of purpose and culture
into its multiplicity of institutions. Under the law of 1920
the Vorschule, clearly a class institution, was abolished
in Prussia, and a Grundschule ("foundation school"),
constituting the first four years of the Volksschule, became
a basis for all secondary instruction as well. To this
extent the choice of one's course was postponed. Likewise
it was arranged, by reducing the tuition fees and adding
largely to the number of scholarships, that gifted pupils
in the elementary schools might enter a secondary insti-
tution at various stages and obtain the benefit of this
level of instruction. Two new types of secondary insti-
tutions, moreover, were created to afford an avenue of
admission to the universities for those who had started
in the elementary schools. Thus education in Prussia
was largely reformed, but not upon a completely new
basis. It retained the historic school types that had
stood the test of time, but supplemented them with others
that were needed. The school that each child should
attend was determined through interest, ability, and